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Abstract

Although early sources for Seljuk history do not give specific
information on the Seljuks’ religious beliefs and practices before their
conversion to Islam, the names of the sons of the dynasty’s namesake -
Mikail, Israil, Musa, Yunus, Yusuf — have long been a source of
speculation on this subject. By comparing the names of Seljuk’s sons
with the naming practices of regional Muslim, Jewish and Christian elites
in light of the religious context of Transoxiana up to the late tenth
century, it is possible to reach a plausible conclusion regarding the
Seljuks’ religion before their conversion to Islam.
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Brock, Sebastian (1976), “Syriac sources for seventh-century History”, Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, 2, p.17-36, here p.23-4; Brock, “Syric historical writing: a survey
of the main sources” Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, 5(1979-80), p.1-
30, here p.25.
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Minorsky, V. (1942), “Some early documents in Persian (1)”, Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, 74/3-3, p.181-94.
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