Seljukids studies, Biannual Journal, Vol. 2, No. 1, 2023-2024,241-288

A Study on the Fortresses of the Medieval Islamic Period in South
Khorasan (Case Study: Hud i-Ghulam Kush /Qal ih Darrih
Mountain Fortress in Birjand County)

Mohammad Farjami'
Mostanser Gholinezhad

Abstract

The Nizaris, followers of one of the Shiite sects, established a state in the
mountainous regions of the Alborz and the central and eastern parts of
Iran, specifically in Quhistan, during the decline of the Fatimid Caliphate
in Egypt and the division among the Fatimids at the end of the 5th century
AH. Throughout their 170-year history, they were continuously in
opposition to the Abbasid Caliphs and their Seljuk administrators. After
Alamut, Quhistan was considered the second key settlement center for
Ismaili Shiites during the Seljuk era. Due to its unique geographical
features and distance from political centers, this region provided a safe
haven for protecting the followers of this sect from the attacks of the
powerful Seljuk state. To defend themselves in this area, the Ismailis
built strong fortresses along major communication routes and important
towns, as well as on the heights of rugged mountains. These mountain
fortresses served as shelters for the propagators and followers of this sect
over a span of 170 years. Among the notable fortresses in this area,
located south of the city and district of Birjand, is the Hud i-Ghulam Kush
or Qal ih Darrih Fortress. This castle was situated on the communication
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path between the central areas of Iran (such as Isfahan, Sistan, Yazd, and
Kerman) and Qubhistan, as well as the central and northern regions of
Khorasan and Transoxiana. The aim of this study is to describe and
analyze the architecture of various parts of the Hud i-Ghulam Kush or
Qal ih Darrih Fortress, with an emphasis on the findings from the
excavation of this fortress in 2008. The Hud i-Ghulam Kush or Qal ih
Darrih fortress includes various sections like other Ismaili fortresses in
the region, such as the citadel, multiple reservoirs, outer wall, byre,
cemetery, as well as a mill, soil extraction site, etc. This research is based
on a descriptive-analytical method and a historical-cultural approach,
with its findings compiled through fieldwork and library research.

Key words: Birjand, Quhistan, Hud i-Ghulam Kush/ Qal ih Darrih,
Seljukid, Ismailis
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Sedighian H.(2023). "Distribution and Diversity of Islamic Ceramic
Types at Archaeological Sites of Khust County", lranian Journal of
Archaeological Studies, 2023, Vol. 13, No.1, pp. 37-50.
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