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Relations between Seljuks of Rum and the Crusaders during the
Reign of Sultan Kilij Arslan I: Causes and Consequences

Jamshid Roosta!

Abstract

The Seljuk Turkmen attacks on Asia Minor, which began in the
first half of the 5th century AH (11th century AD), gained
increased cohesion following the Battle of Manzikert (463 AH /
1071 AD) and ultimately led to the establishment of Turkish and
Muslim states in this region. Among these states, the Seljuk
dynasty of Rum gained growing power and eventually dominated
most of Asia Minor. Less than two decades after the
establishment of this Muslim state, military challenges with the
Crusader warriors began. This article aims to explore the initial
political and military challenges between this Muslim state and
the Christian Crusaders. The main question of this study is: Why
and how did the Seljuks of Rum engage with the Crusaders, and
what were the outcomes of this confrontation for the Islamic
world? The hypothesis of the present study is that although the
advance of the Muslim Seljuks into the lands of Rum and Syria
and their increasing power in confronting the Christian Byzantine
Empire influenced the beginning of the Crusades, the religious,
political, and especially economic motivations of the Crusaders
played a fundamental role in their invasions of Seljuk territories
in Rum. The findings indicate that even though Sultan Kiljj
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Arslan I led a newly established and emerging government, he
engaged in at least six confrontations with the Crusader forces
and their Byzantine supporters. He organized a steadfast
resistance against the Crusaders by forming a united Islamic front
comprising the Seljuk army of Rum, the forces of Malik Ghazi
Danishmend, and the troops of Malik Ridwan, the Emir of
Aleppo. The research method used in this study is historical with
a descriptive-analytical approach.
Key words: Seljuks of Rum, Crusaders, Islam, Christianity, Causes and
Consequences.
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