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Nawriiznama. A literary treatise from the Seljuk period
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Abstract

The article explores the historical, cultural, and literary significance of
the Nawriiznama, a didactic Persian text from the Seljuk period. The
Nawriiznama is a treatise that delves into the origins, traditions, and
customs associated with Nawriiz, which is celebrated at the spring
equinox. The text is divided into two main sections: the first part
discusses the history and astronomical aspects of Nawrlz, including
the Iranian solar calendar and its reforms, while the second part
focuses on the courtly customs and gifts presented to the King of

Kings during Nawrtz celebrations. The article provides a detailed

analysis of the two surviving manuscript versions of the Nawriiznama
-the Berlin Manuscript and the London Manuscript- and an isolated
fragment of it preserved in an Indian miscellaneous manuscript of
Zoroastrian texts. It highlights the differences between these
manuscripts, such as gaps in the text and variations in the organization
of chapters, and discusses the challenges in reconstructing the original

'Simone Cristoforetti, Assistant Professor, Department of Asian and North-African

Studies Universita Ca' Foscari Venezia. cristoforetti@unive.it.
" MA in Astronomy and Astrophysics, Freelance Translator, Tehran, Iran.

S.noroozi23@gmail.com
Date received: 11/11/2024, Date of acceptance: 18/3/2025

Copyright © 2018, This is an Open Access article. This work is licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of

this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to
Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



VEOY g $lad i s st ol 0L O el el YY

text. The article addresses the debate surrounding the authorship of the
Nawriiznama, which is traditionally attributed to the famous Persian
poet and astronomer Omar Khayyam. However, the author raises
doubt about this attribution, citing inconsistencies in the text and the
lack of explicit references to Khayyam's known works. The article
concludes by situating the Nawriiznama within the broader context of
Persian literature, particularly the genre of "nawriiziyya", which
focuses on the celebration and customs of Nawrliz. The text is seen as
a valuable historical document that reflects the cultural and literary
milieu of the Seljuk period, blending Iranian traditions with Islamic

influences. Overall the Nawriiznama is presented as a significant work

that not only preserves ancient Iranian customs but also serves as a
bridge between pre-Islamic and Islamic Persian literary traditions.

Key words: Nowruznameh, Nowruz, Khayyam, Berlin manuscript,
London manuscript, Seljuk, Edition.
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Principal editions of the Nawriznama

1312. Hakim ‘Umar Khayyam, Nawriiznama. Risala’t dar munsha’
wa tarikh wa adab-i jashn-i nawriz. Ed. by M. Minawi. Tehran:
Kitabkhana-yi Kawa. (Reprinted: 1380. Tehran: Nashr- i Asatir).

1961-1962. ‘Omar Chajjam, Traktaty (Arabic title: <abd e
Jilu ). Moskva: Akad. nauk SSSR. Inst. narodov Azii. Pamjatniki
literatury narodov Vostoka. Teksty; Malaja Ser. 3. Ed. and transl by
Boris A. Rozenfel’d [Rosenfeld] and A.P. Juskevic.
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1338. Kulliyat-i athar-i parsi-yi Hakim-i ‘Umar-i Khayyam. Ed. by
M. Muhammad ‘Abbasi. Tehran: Barani.

1343. ‘Umar ibn-i Ibrahim-i Khayyam-i Nishaburi, Nawriiznama.
Ed. by ‘Al1 Hasiir1. Tehran: Kitabkhana-yi Tahtir1, Zaban wa farhang-i
Iran n. 86. (Revised and reprinted: 1357. Tehran: Kitabkhana-yi
Tahtir?).

Without date. Rasa’il-i Khayyam. Ed. by M. Awista. Tehran: Zawar.

Primary sources
QW (ol s W ) Aslz S g s s O ghae o sl
TP Y G Kaa
O3 Al e ALl UV QUK a )yl sl (gl daal (g dema lag ) sl
F.A. Brockhaus - O. ) Sand sale o)) 7 olsnl Qs Wl
22w YAYY, (Harrassowitz
paaiill Ao lica J) oY asedill QLS ¢ g pmll daal o dasa Gl ) gl
The Book of Instruction in the Elements of the Art of Astrology
(Reproduced from Brit. Mus. MS. Or. 8349). London: Luzac & Co.
1934.
oS el L () g8 ad pulily HS) A 3 4l BT (s m Ol )
RARAL
YA alee slaa o)) gl iy a0l 5 o ¢ 88 axl ol )28
O . Foh 7 (ot A ) o8 Fm U QS (o ua G Jena G e
AYFY ek el il
) A8 e Ay ol )
Irshad al-Arib ila Ma'rifat al-Adib shad (Dictionary of Learned Men of
Yaqut), ed. D.S. Margoliouth, London: Luzac & Co., 1911, Vol. 5.
J.W. Fiick, Sechs Ergdnzungen zu Sachaus Ausgabe von al-Birinis
“Chronologie Orientalischer Volker”. In: Documenta Islamica Inedita

(Ricardo Hartmann viro de studiis islamicis meritissimo sacrum).
Berlin, 1952, pp. 69-98.

YYAY Saw Qe olped comaniall il ool ilae aulf deae Se

(S8 5

Bl A iall Qi

[British Library Manuscripts Add. 7473]= Catalogue Cureton Ms.
Arab. 426
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Le livre des beautés et des antitheses, attribué a Abu-Othman Amr ibn

Bahr al-Djahiz de Basra. G. Van Vloten (ed.), Leyde (E. J. Brill),
1898.

Cuw )@455\ g._a\:xS

Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Nadim, Kitab al-fihrist. Ed. by G. Fliigel & J.

Roediger. Vol. 12, I (Arabic text), Beyrut (Khayyat), [1871] reprinted
1966.

(Dl gall il 2 5 O daall Cilae (g 38l D gana (p deaa O sl S

@JL} O ¢ il g e Ll (ol la 63/ As gan

Voyages du Chevalier Chardin en Perse et autres lieux de 1’Orient.

New ed. by L. Langlés. Paris, 1811.
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