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Abstract

This article, authored by Mehmet Altay Kdymen, a prominent historian
of the Seljuk period, provides a concise yet insightful analysis of the
structure, functions, and political role of the military in the Sultanate of
Rum. Drawing upon reliable historical sources, the author examines the
army’s involvement in royal succession, internal power struggles
between military elites and the sultans, and its decisive role in major
battles such as Manzikert, Myriokephalon, and Yassigemen. The study
reveals that the Seljuk military not only ensured the political survival of
the state but also played a key role in realizing the policy of unifying
Anatolia under Seljuk rule and defending its borders. In addition to its
political and strategic functions, the article explores the economic and
social aspects of military life, including the iqta® system, the
remuneration of soldiers, and the luxurious lifestyle of high-ranking
emirs, thereby offering a comprehensive view of the military class within
the state structure. While the article provides valuable historical data, it is
also marked by the author’s strong nationalist perspective, especially in
his attempts to distinguish a distinct "Turkish civilization" from the
broader Islamic civilization—an approach that invites critical
methodological reflection. Overall, the article not only contributes to our
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understanding of the Seljuk military apparatus but also serves as a
potential model for future studies in medieval Iranian military history.
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1 W. E. Kaegl, jr., The Contrubution of Archery to the Turkish Conquest of
Anatolia, Specuhmy, 39, 1964, s. 96-108

" Alp Arslan Zamam Selguklu Askeri Teskilat, Alp Aslan ve Zamam, s. 217-
289.

'Bu hususta O. Turan'in, Selyuklular Zamamnda Tiirkive, (Istanbul, 1971) adl

eserinde genis bilgi vardir
"Bahaeddin 6gel, Tiirklerde Devlet Anlaysi, Ankara, 1982, S. 63 ve devam
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"*A. Bombaci, a.g.e., s. 343; Ayrica O. Turan, Selcuklular Tarihi ve Tiirk-Isltim

Medeniyeti, Istanbul, 1980 (3. baski), s. 368 ve devami. Anadolu'nun
Selcuklular zamaninda zenginligi bugilin yerli-yabanci biitiin ilim adamlar
tarafindan artik tartigmasiz kabul edilmektedir. En yeni misal olarak bk. Ziya
M. Buniatov, XII-XIII. yiizyillarda Azerbeycan ve Anadolu Iliskilerini
incelemek I¢in Kaynak Olarak, Anadolu Selguklularmin Kafkasya'da Bulunmus
Sikkeleri. X. Tiirk Tarih Kongresi Bildiri dzetleri, Ankara, 1986, s. 86

"*Emmanuel Sivan, L'Islam et la Croisade, Paris, 1968.
"Bu savaslara dair ad1 gegen biiyiik eserimizde genis bilgi vardr.

"Bu hususta simdi bk. Mehmet Altay K&ymen, Selgulular ve Anadolu'nun

Tiirklesmesi Meselesi  Selcuk (Dergisi), I/ (1986), s. 21-35. Gerekli
bibliyografya orada verilmistir.
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